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COLLEGE EXPLORATION
College Vibe Quiz
Help students connect the college experience they want with fit factors worth investigating.
	TIME NEEDED
	AUDIENCE
	FORMAT

	30 minutes
	Grades 9 to 12
	Individual + reflection


About the activity
The College Vibe Quiz is a low-pressure college-exploration experience. Students notice patterns in the campus environments and daily experiences they prefer, turn those preferences into concrete fit factors, and test them against one real college.
	Quick tip for educators
Keep the activity exploratory. Encourage students to treat their result as a starting point to investigate, not a recommendation or final answer.



Students will
· Identify two or three preferences related to campus environment and daily college life.
· Use student-friendly language to describe what they may want in a college experience.
· Investigate one real college for evidence of fit and identify what they cannot verify yet.
· Choose one practical next step for their college search.


Student activity
Students complete the College Vibe Quiz independently, then use the My College Vibe Reality Check worksheet to turn their result into one focused research step.
1. Take the College Vibe Quiz and note the result plus two or three phrases that stand out.
2. Choose the three college-fit factors that matter most right now.
3. Investigate one college using those priorities as a lens.
4. Record one fit signal, one question that still needs an answer, and one realistic next step.
Take the next step
Keep the core 30-minute module focused. These three resources are the strongest companions to the College Vibe Quiz activity.
CORE RESOURCE · REFLECTION | My College Vibe Reality Check
Use the included companion worksheet to identify three fit factors, test them against one college, and choose a next step.
CORE RESOURCE · RESEARCH | Appily College List Maker
Choose one college to investigate. Try this: What evidence supports a possible fit, and what can you not verify yet?
CORE RESOURCE · PERSPECTIVE | Questions to Ask Current College Students
Go beyond marketing materials. Try this: Choose one question that could help you understand daily campus life.
Explore more
College Vibe results are a starting point. Students can use these resources when they want to go further.
Appily Virtual College Tours
Explore a campus more closely when an in-person visit is not possible or practical.
100 Questions to Ask on a College Visit
Turn one fit priority into a question for the person best equipped to answer it, such as admissions staff, financial aid staff, or a current student.


Educator guide highlights
A simple 30-minute flow that keeps the quiz at the center and uses follow-up resources based on student needs.
	Time
	Step
	Student action
	Educator move

	3 min
	Introduce
	Hear the purpose and open the worksheet.
	Frame the result as a starting point. There is no perfect college and no correct quiz result.

	7–8 min
	Complete
	Take the quiz and note the result plus phrases that stand out.
	Ask what feels useful, what feels less accurate, and what the result leaves out.

	12–14 min
	Reflect
	Name three priorities and investigate one college for a fit signal and an unanswered question.
	Prompt for evidence. What did the student actually find, and what still needs to be verified?

	5 min
	Extend
	Choose one realistic next step.
	Use the current-student questions, a virtual tour, or the List Maker based on the student's need.


Lesson at a glance
Grade level: 9–12
Time: 30 minutes
Best for: College exploration, advisory, counseling, and college-readiness courses
Materials: Device with internet access and My College Vibe Reality Check worksheet
Prep time: About 5 minutes
Facilitation notes
· Allow students to keep results, needs, and personal circumstances private.
· Offer individual writing, partner discussion, or whole-group discussion options.
· Avoid ranking vibe types or treating one campus setting as more desirable than another.
· Acknowledge that accessibility, affordability, housing, transportation, family responsibilities, work, safety, faith, identity-based community, and other supports can shape fit.
· If a student cannot access the quiz, begin with the worksheet's college-fit priorities section.


Assign the student activity
	Assignment title
College Vibe Quiz: From Result to Reality Check



Directions for students
Take Appily's College Vibe Quiz to explore the campus environment and daily college experience you may prefer. Then complete the My College Vibe Reality Check worksheet. Identify three fit factors, investigate one college, and write one question plus one next step. Your result is a starting point, not a recommendation or final answer.
Links
Take the College Vibe Quiz
Explore Appily Virtual College Tours
What to submit: Your completed My College Vibe Reality Check worksheet.
Estimated time: 25 to 30 minutes.
Reflection questions
1. Which part of your College Vibe result feels most useful for your college search?
2. What are your top three college-fit factors right now?
3. What did you find about one college that supports a possible fit, and what do you still need to ask or verify?
Optional group discussion
· Can two students with the same Vibe result still prefer very different colleges? Why?
· What can a quiz or college website tell you about fit? What can it not tell you?
Suggested introduction
You might say: "Today, you will explore what you may want daily college life to feel like. Your result can help you notice preferences and discover possibilities, but it does not decide where you should apply or enroll."
Closing prompt
Reinforce that students do not need to identify one perfect college. The goal is to ask better questions, explore more possibilities, and build a list that reflects their goals, circumstances, and priorities.
Free college-planning resources from Appily | appily.com
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