Google Classroom Module: Decode the Real Cost of College

Time Needed
30 minutes

Audience
High school students, especially juniors and seniors exploring colleges, comparing costs, or preparing for financial aid conversations.

Module Overview
College costs can be confusing, and students may not always know which numbers matter most. In this module, students will complete The College Cost Decoder, reflect on key cost and financial aid terms, and identify questions they can bring to a counselor, trusted adult, or college financial aid office.	Comment by Coleman, Yolanda: Should we add UTM parameters?

Learning Objectives
By the end of this module, students will be able to:
· Explain the difference between sticker price and estimated net price.
· Identify costs that may be included in the full cost of college, such as tuition, fees, housing, meals, books, supplies, transportation, and personal expenses.
· Recognize the difference between grants, scholarships, and loans.
· Understand that loan offers are optional, but any accepted loans must usually be repaid with interest.
· Identify questions to ask before deciding whether a college may be affordable.

Student Instructions
1. Open The College Cost Decoder.
2. Complete the quiz on your own.
3. As you go, pay attention to any terms that are new or confusing.
4. After finishing the quiz, answer the reflection questions below.
5. Be ready to discuss one question you would ask before deciding whether a college is affordable.

Activity: Complete and Reflect

Complete The College Cost Decoder. Then respond to the prompts below in Google Classroom.

Reflection Questions
1. What is one thing you learned about college costs that surprised you?
2. Why is sticker price not always the best number to use when comparing colleges?
3. What is one cost outside of tuition that students should remember to plan for?
4. What is the difference between grants or scholarships and loans?
5. What is one question you would ask a counselor, trusted adult, or financial aid office before deciding whether a college is affordable?

Discussion Questions
Use these questions for a class discussion, small group conversation, or written response.
1. Why might two colleges with very different sticker prices end up having similar estimated net prices?
2. How could transportation, housing, internet access, family responsibilities, or work schedules affect whether a college is affordable?
3. Why is it important to look closely at whether a financial aid offer includes loans?
4. What should students do if they are unsure whether they qualify for a fee waiver, scholarship, or other type of aid?
5. Why is asking questions an important part of comparing college costs?

Counselor or Teacher Facilitation Notes
Start by reminding students that this activity is not a test. The goal is to help them understand common college cost terms and feel more prepared to ask questions.

After students complete the quiz, invite them to share one term they understand better now. If students are hesitant to share, offer examples such as sticker price, estimated net price, grants, scholarships, loans, fees, or housing and meals.

Close by reinforcing that students do not have to figure out college costs alone. Encourage them to bring questions to a school counselor, trusted adult, college access program, or college financial aid office.

Optional Extension
Ask students to choose one college they are interested in and find three cost-related details, such as estimated net price, tuition and fees, housing and meals, or scholarship information. Students can bring what they find to a counselor meeting, advisory period, or family conversation.

